
January 19th – San Diego Astronomy Association Stargazing Party 
 
This activity covers 2 of 4 “Adventures in Science” Requirement 3 (C and F), and Webelos Supernova 

Requirement 2B-b.  Completing the “Rocket Launch” activity fulfills the remainder of Webelos 

Supernova 2B requirement, and a 3rd of the required 4 options of “Adventures in Science” Requirement 

3. Although they are not eleigible for Nova awards, this activity also fully covers the Tiger – Sky is the 

Limit Adventure. 

The San Diego Astronomy Association (sdaa.org) is a great resource for this activity.  They have a 

regularly scheduled monthly star gazing party at Sycamore Canyon (east side staging area, off the 67) on 

Friday January 19th, starting at 6 PM.  They are expecting scouts to participate. 

Learn About Astronomy 

 Draw a diagram of our solar system. Identify the planets and other 
objects.  

 Build a model solar system. Chart the distances between the planets so 
that the model is to scale. Use what you learned from this requirement 
to explain the value of making a model in science. 

 Investigate and make models or diagrams of solar and lunar eclipses. 
(Example: You may wish to use balls of different sizes and a flashlight 
to represent the sun.) 

 Using your model or diagram, discuss eclipses with your counselor, and 
explain the difference between a solar eclipse and a lunar eclipse. 

 Draw and label five constellations.  
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Have a Star Party!  Watch the Stars: 

 Choose a clear night to investigate the stars. A fun time to watch stars 
is during a meteor shower. You may check 
http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials with your parent’s or 
guardian’s permission to find good times to watch meteors. 

 Look at a distant object through a telescope or binoculars. 
Demonstrate how to focus the device you choose.  

 Use your five constellation drawings or a free smartphone application 
(such as Google Sky Map for Android phones or Night Sky for iPhones) 
to help identify stars and at least 5 constellations. 

 Observe in the sky or select from a book, chart, computer, or 
electronic device two constellations that are easy to see in the night 
sky. Find out the names of the stars that make up the constellation and 
how the constellation got its name. Share what you found with your 
den. 

 Study the night sky. Sketch the appearance of the North Star (Polaris) 
and the Big Dipper (part of the Ursa Major constellation) over at least 
six hours (which may be spread over several nights). Describe what you 
observed, and explain the meaning of your observations. 

 Share your drawings with your counselor. Discuss whether you would 
always be able to see those constellations in the same place. 
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